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The Washington Post

FROM THE GROUND UP

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

Towees and

bought 4 B-unit single

At Vornado building
in Crystal City, an

exercise in design

Six architecture firms show off their
ideas for the office of the future

#. JONATHAN OCONNILL

Stepping olf the ekevaton, you woukl
mever know you were in Crystal City.
At leadt not ks Lhe year 2014.

The bulding. at 351 i8th 5L South,
s one of & slew of 1970s-em govern -
ment office bulldings that eoptied
after Defense Department cutbacks.
On the outside, it looked as nonde
script =s sy in Crystal City, bot inside
displayed top architects’ best guesses
at the future of office space: wnall
sultes with shared work spaces, mov-
able wally, white boards om every
wzface md vistual recrptioniits

Lant woek, the buliding's owner,
Vornado Realty Trust, hekd 3 competi-
tion callnd Designlab showcasing how
archRects soe the workd of office spxe
changing as millennialy poar into the
workforee and Internet-baed buni-
nesses make up a lager portion of the
AmAeric an economy.

Virnado Ras tradwoully focumed
o0 sttmcting law firms, government
aprncies ind sswcistions io i1s Wash -
ington area properties. But the owner
of about 20 million square et in the
region i now tuming its sitention to
s called e ative firmas and tech con -
panies, one of the few office secton
showing any signs of growth. Vomado
has lured TechShop, s mamufacturing

. workshop for crestive bypes of all
stripes, 1o Crystal City, snd it s
. bringing WeWoek, the start-up fncu-

Crystal City as a place for talmbed
young workem, “Whal we decided o
i wan Lake a typhcal Boor fna
typbeal building and thow the
community 'Hey, you can do
creative space here just Nke
you would in the Wonder
Bread bullding or samewhere
else!™ e said f

Schear argued that volike [
in Lower Manhattan, where
ereative compankes  poused
into meighborboods already
branded as cool by artists and
restaurants, the Washington
area has no natural hub for
growing tech frms, D.C. officlaly
would beg to differ, given the buz-
groning start -up community = the
Dristrict's East End, but 5clwear said he
sees m opportunity for Crystal City to
own a part of that niche.

=1 abwolutely believe that this is a
strong trend in the future of office
occupancy. We think at the moment
there Is relatively abated demand from
the creslive community, and there
arvn't ary matursl Jocations” he vaid.

The rles of the competition were
simple: Six firma were invited RTEL,
Perkins+ Will, OT], SmithGroupi|R
VOA and Fox. Each was gheen apottion
of the stuth floor and §65 per square
foot to hurn thetr space into whatever
they wanted. Other than that there
were oo rules Among the biggest

Pabo Quintana of VOA sald that for
tech companies, even estabiished
ones, asigned deiks had almost be-
come 4 thing of the pat. His firm
designed 4 125,000 ~square- fool spuce
for [BM near Dulles without a single
aasigned dedk. For Dewignlab, VOA
bulll a long wooden “power har”
where workers could stop in with
lablets and photed. “This i what we

do for Google. This s what we do for
IBM he sabd.

All the sharing and openness s
simed &t an egalRadan, collsbomtive
feel with les emphasls on whe is in
charge. OT] caled its office *The
Hive® because of bees' capacity foe
ecallshorative work and swoelal Interac -

deveriopameet s 3 the cormer of Fourth Street SE and Missssion Arvnue SE

[T

ey M M

g to be for everyane dlse”

Supreme Medbility
2. Mostteams pitched thel office
s something of o blank canvas, with
honiture md walls thal could be
moved cvernight. Don't like where
these deaks are ? Roll them over toward
the windows ~ the electrical, heating
apd coollng can accommodate the
wwitch, Want the color pallet to mateh
yout company’s? The colors in place
can be swapped ont or repainted
Desks in the office designed by OT]
could be pulled apart and reconnected
like Legos on wheels Fox srchitects
designed their entire space i 10-by-

N CRYSTAL CITY. photas from
Varnade Trast's offics
building st 251 18th S1. South

while leading a tour & tour of
the six spaces designed by

warious architecture firma

CRYSTAL

Desig

Take o glimpae into the future of office space
Six pre-built office suites, designed by =ix

differant architectz. Ready for leaze

WHAT SPARKS YOUR BUSINESS?
Office Suitez Avallable
crystalcitydezignlab com
Bruce Pascal «» 703.769.112%

Washington Business Journal Ad

DesignlLab

IN CRYSTAL CITY

SPARK INNOVATION.
Take a glimpse into the future of office space.
Six pre-built office suites, designed by

six different architects. Ready for lease.

What sparks your business?
Office Suites Available
crystalcitydesignlab.com
Bruce Pascal » 703.769.1129

VORNADO

CHARLES £ SMITH

EFmail Camnpaian
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Real Estate Transaction
Building Lease




Lerner Enterprises

Award of Merit




EY Lease | 1//5

Tysons Boulevara




Team Members

Developer:  Lerner Enterprises

Owner: Lerner Enterprises
Broker: Cushman & Wakefield
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Real Estate Transaction
Building Lease




Trammell Crow Company

Award of Excellence




KZM Group Holdings, Inc.

Global Headquarters




Team Members

Developer:  Trammell Crow Company
Keane Enterprises

Owner: Trammell Crow Company
Keane Enterprises

Broker: CBRE, Inc.
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Real Estate Transaction
Building Sale




Transwestern

Award of Merit




Stafford Place | & I




Team Members

Owner: Jamestown

Broker: Transwestern Institutional

Commercial Group
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